November 16, 2010

Town Board Meeting


A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on 
November 16, 2010 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember       
ANN LINDAU


Councilmember 

RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 
Absent

JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember 
Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney 




GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Res. Coor. 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 



ROSEMARY B. LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Director


JEFF COLEMAN


DES, Director

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

 Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS


Supervisor Puglisi spoke of the wonderful Veteran’s Day ceremony attended by over 200 people and her attendance to the ceremonies held in the City of Peekskill and the Village of Croton-on-Hudson.
The Supervisor advised that on November 18 there will be a dedication of the Time Capsule in celebration of the Quadricentennial. This will be opened up 100 years from now for future residents of the Town of Cortlandt.

A Happy Thanksgiving was wished to all.
ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman all Town Board members indicated their presence with the exception of Councilmember Richard Becker, absent.

* * * * * * * * * *

TOWN BOARD REPORTS
Councilmember Farrell:  Commented on the Veteran’s Day Ceremonies, particularly the one held in Croton stating that he had never noticed on the lawn of the Croton Municipal building before a monument that is erected in the memory of the men and women of Croton who served in WW1. It was striking to him the number of relatives, brothers and husbands and that how on Veteran’s Day we should pause to think of those who have served us and protected our country.
Councilmember Lindau:  Commented that the Cortlandt Veteran’s ceremonies were particularly moving this year.  Councilmember Lindau encouraged our Veterans to go back to speaking in the schools to relay information about their different experiences because she feels our grandchildren are missing a lot of important information.
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

Councilmember Sloan:  Spoke of “Pork” or a variety of names regarding where State or Federal government would provide monies or budget to local communities.  Though he agrees with the notion of saving and reducing government, the effect is that it cuts off the supply of money to the Town. There are three things that can be done; do away with it totally to level the playing field, hand it out as political favors, or allow it but set it proportionally by law equally and give a bonus if there is any surplus. Going forward, Cortlandt and other municipalities will face a more difficult time in meeting the budgets because this will impact us.
* * * * * * * * * *

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

October 19, 2010 and the Special Meetings of October 25th and November 8th be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion and all voted AYE. 

* * * * * ** * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

(A complete transcript of this Public Hearing is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk.)
The Town Clerk read the Notice of Hearing and presented its Affidavit of Publication from the official Town newspaper.

Public Hearing to consider amending the Master Plan and adopt a Local Law with respect to Historic Roads and Walls within the Town.
Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 7:45 p.m.

Supervisor Puglisi stated that this is a topic dear to her heart as she was raised with history being a important part of our lives in her family and she feels it’s important to establish an inventory of the Town’s historic roads and walls which was done through a grant several years ago. Tonight the Town is entertaining a Public Hearing to pass a local law for the protection of the history in our community.  
Tom Wood commented that this will amend the Town’s Comprehensive Master Plan from 2004 by adding the  study and secondly, it would add a provision to the Town’s Zoning Ordinance which would require whenever the Planning Board of the Town is considering a site plan or subdivision in the Town, that they have to review the road on which it is for any preservation that might be required under the ordinance and basically it would just be to have developments in that area respect and perhaps enhance and perpetuate the beauty of the area that has been created either by the road or any natural issues that might exist, such as roads and special trees, etc. It sets forth some roads that have been pre-identified like Furnace Dock Road, Kings Ferry road, etc, and it also sets forth standards for consideration for the Planning Board.

There was no further discussion.
A motion to Close the Public Hearing at 7:47 p.m., adopt a Negative Declaration and Adopt a Local Law was made by Councilmember Lindau and seconded by Councilmember Farrell.

Supervisor Puglisi:  I want to thank staff for all their work on this endeavor, it took a lot of time, I appreciate it very much, Tom and Ed, Rosemary Boyle, Chris Kehoe in particular.

All voted AYE

RESOLUTION NO. 277-10 RE:  Adopt a negative declaration in the matter of amending the Master Plan with respect to Historic Roads and Walls within the Town.
LOCAL LAW NO. 16-10 RE: With respect to Historic Roads and Walls within the Town.
PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)
Public Hearing to consider amending the Master Plan and Adopt a Local Law with respect to Accessory Units on Cortlandt Blvd. (Rt. 6).
Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 7:47 p.m.

Tom Wood:  stated that what this would do is amend the zoning ordinance.  Right now the zoning ordinance contains a provision that allows accessory apartments to be created within residential districts.  However, the Town Board identified certain structures along the Cortlandt Boulevard corridor which were formerly single family homes that are now being utilized commercially.  He said that the thought here is to create a special permit that would allow the 
PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

establishment of some apartments in conjunction with the commercial use.  It requires that the exterior building façade stay similar to what it is and  it would only be applicable to about 19 properties on the Cortlandt Boulevard area which were originally single family homes which are now being utilized commercially, and it would limit the size of the apartments, no more than 1000 sq. ft., bedrooms are limited to one bedroom, etc.  
There was no further discussion.
A motion to Close the Public Hearing at 7:48 p.m., adopt a Negative Declaration and Adopt a Resolution was made by Councilmember Farrell and seconded by Councilmember Sloan.

All voted AYE

RESOLUTION NO. 278-10 RE: Adopt a negative declaration in the matter of amending the 
Master Plan with respect to Accessory Units on Cortlandt Blvd. (Rt. 6)
LOCAL LAW NO. 18-10 RE: Amending the Master Plan with respect to Accessory Units on Cortlandt Blvd. (Rt. 6)

(RESOLUTION NO. 279-10 does not exist (replaced after numbering with Local Law 18-10)
Public Hearing to consider a Local Law regulating Clothing Drop-off Bins.
Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 7:48 p.m.

Supervisor Puglisi commented that this was another issue close to her heart, that driving around the Town  she notices areas that need to be enhanced, improved upon or cleaned up and gives recommendations to the applicable department head. In this case it’s the overflowing clothing drop off bins, citing one on Westbrook Drive area by Kohl’s Department Store.  Code Enforcement contacted the owner and in this case they were able to find the owners.  The purpose of this Local Law is to get to the owners to have them come in to the Town to register their clothing drop off bin to make sure they are told they must keep them neat, tidy, clean, not disorderly.  Therefore the Town will know who are the property owners so they can be contacted. Tom Wood commented that only charitable organizations will be permitted.
Councilmember Sloan noted that many people may not realize that many of these bins are supplied by “for profit” organizations.

The Supervisor stated that this is the way for the Town to be able to regulate to make sure that they truly are going to charitable organizations. 

There was no further discussion.

PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

A motion to Close the Public Hearing at 7:50 p.m., adopt a Negative Declaration and Adopt a Local Law was made by Councilmember Sloan and seconded by Councilmember Lindau.

All voted AYE
RESOLUTION NO. 280-10 RE: Adopt a negative declaration in the matter of regulating Clothing Drop-off Bins
LOCAL LAW NO. 17-10 RE: Regarding the regulation of Clothing Drop-off Bins.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
NONE
* * * * * ** * * * * *

BID REPORTS 

NONE

* * * * * ** * * * * *

REPORTS

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.

For the month of October from the Office for the Aging, the Purchasing Department, the Water Division of DES, the Recreation Division of DES, the Receiver of Taxes and the Town Clerk.

* * * * * ** * * * * *

OLD BUSINESS 

Receive and File the Following:

1.
Letter from NYS DOT in response to the Town’s request for a speed limit reduction on Rt. 
9A in front of the Hendrick Hudson High School.

2.
Quarterly report from Westchester County with respect to the Sprout Brook Ash Pit.

3.
Letter from the New York State DEC Commissioner regarding the Town’s Resolution 
opposing the draining of the Furnace Dock Lake.

NEW BUSINESS
Receive and File the Following:

1.
Letter from Todd Pawell requesting a License Agreement with respect to a wall in the 
Town right-of-way; and refer to DES, DOTS and the Department of Law.

2.
Petition from residents of Cynthia Road, Laurie Road and Ely Road with respect to a 
proposed field; and no further action will be taken on this location.

3.
Report from DES with respect to a new schedule for bulk and yard waste pick-up.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi stated that the Town Board had talked about and listened to the residents regarding having the speed limit reduction in front of the High School and 
NEW BUSINESS, (cont.)

contacted the State DOT.  They reduced it to 20 MPH from 30 MPH though the Town wanted it to be 15 MPH.
Also, the Save the Lake issue is continuing and meeting this week for the second meeting with Con Edison officials and hopefully will have a positive outcome.

Councilmember Farrell added that the Town made the request for the reduction of the speed limit 10-12 years ago and was denied.  Now they see fit to reduce it and the Town is very appreciative that it will be reduced during school hours. He also recognized and thanked Jeff Coleman for his changing of the pickups throughout the year making it more efficient.
The Supervisor noted that this was an outreach of the Montrose Enhancement Planning meetings. Another result is the road banners being put up in the Montrose area of the Trolley from the history of the Montrose area.  Councilmember Farrell added that the design was done by Joan Knapp and that a lot of benefit came from the meetings not just for Montrose but Town wide, particularly the easing of the sign ordinance.

Supervisor Puglisi urged residents to go on to the Town’s website to see the list of items taken care of after speaking to the residents and some of the items requested to do short and long termed.

All voted AYE
RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO.281-10 RE: Appoint Claudia Pulise as part-time temporary staff in the Court Clerk’s Office.
RESOLUTION NO.282-10 RE: Appoint 2 administrative interns for a one year period to assist with current vacancies in the Court Clerk’s Office.
RESOLUTION NO.283-10 RE: Authorize the Town Attorney and Director of DES to pursue Hold Harmless Agreements with respect to the eight (8) roads receiving Sanitation Services.
RESOLUTION NO.284-10 RE:  Authorize the awarding of a bid for asbestos removal of the Martin House.
RESOLUTION NO.285-10 RE:  Authorize the awarding of a bid for demolition of the Martin House.
RESOLUTION NO.286-10 RE: Authorize to seek bids for high efficiency lighting at Town facilities.
RESOLUTION NO.287-10 RE:  Authorize an agreement with New York Power Authority with respect to energy efficiency projects.
Discussion:  Councilmember Lindau asked why the salary was changed for the resolutions regarding the appointing of interns. A discussion regarding the intern and the floater rates were discussed.  The Supervisor stated that the interns will be working a 1 year period with 35 hours per week.  Councilmember Lindau stated she would be abstaining on this resolution.
Councilmember Farrell stated that there are loose ends, one in particular being the private roads and ones that the Town does not own and that the resolution regarding this is beneficial due to addressing liability. He congratulated those involved with this resolution. He also stated 
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

he was glad that the demolition of the Martin house was being undertaken and other plans can be made for that site.
Supervisor Puglisi discussed a $45,000 grant received to replace lights in various facilities of the Town.
All voted AYE with the exception of RESOLUTION NO.282-10
The Board was polled for RESOLUTION NO.282-10
Councilmember Becker-  Absent
Councilmember Sloan -   Yes
Supervisor Puglisi -          Yes

Councilmember Lindau -  Abstain

Councilmember Farrell –  Yes

The motion was carried.
Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

RESOLUTION NO.288-10 RE: Authorize the purchase of hardware and software with respect to water meter reading.
RESOLUTION NO.289-10 RE: Authorize an Intermunicipal Agreement with six (6) municipalities with respect to a NYSERDA grant to inventory gas emissions in government.
RESOLUTION NO.290-10 RE: Adopt the 2011 Town Board Meeting Schedule.
RESOLUTION NO.291-10 RE: Resolution in opposition to a proposed rate increase by Cablevision.
RESOLUTION NO.292-10 RE: Schedule a Public Hearing for December 14, 2010 to consider the Adoption of a Local Law regarding 189 Roads.
Discussion:   Supervisor Puglisi stated that the Town has been working very hard on the issue of having a formal policy regarding 189 Roads.
The Supervisor also spoke of the resolution for opposition to the proposed tax rate increase by Cablevision and the recent blackouts on Cablevision.  Letters were written to Cablevision regarding this and now a rate increase has been proposed which the Supervisor feels is unacceptable.
Supervisor Puglisi also stated that they are very pleased they are working with the Village of Croton and staff on gas emission issues which are part of the plan to reduce energy consumption in the community.
All voted AYE
Councilmember Lindau moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTION NO.293-10 RE: Schedule a Public Hearing for December 14, 2010 to consider a Local Law regulation Dog Licenses within the Town.
RESOLUTION NO.294-10 RE: Schedule a Public Hearing for December 14, 2010 to consider a Contract with the Continental Village Fire Department for fire protection services.
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.295-10 RE: Authorize a reimbursement of funds from the In-Lieu of Land Account to the General Fund for improvements to Lake Meahagh.
Discussion:  Tom Wood explained that as of December 31st the State of New York Dept. of Agriculture is no longer issuing dog licenses so they’ve mandated that the Town Clerk now will have all the responsibility.
All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, that the correspondence be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion.  

Received and File the following: 

1.
A letter from the Supervisor and the Town’s list of items for the proposed 
Quadricentennial Time Capsule.

2.
Response letter from Home Depot with regard to the Cortlandt American Little League.

RESOLUTIONS;
RESOLUTION NO.296-10 RE: Appoint Stephanie Perez as the Town Coalition Coordinator.

RESOLUTION NO.297-10 RE: Authorize a modification to a drainage easement between the Town and the Hudson Valley Hospital Center.

RESOLUTION NO.298-10 RE: Appoint a part time Assessor for a 6 week period.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi discussed the letter sent to Home Depot with regard to contributing a donation to the Cortlandt American Little League for their clubhouse.  Home Depot said it was not their policy but grants could be applied for. The Supervisor stated they were disappointed that a donation hadn’t been offered. 
A grant will be used for the hiring of the Town Coalition Coordinator to work with the Youth Center.
All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *
BUDGET TRANSFERS

NONE
REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 

none

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

none

* * * * * * * * * *
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS

* * * * * ** * * * * *

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. on motion made by Councilmember Lindau, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.  
 All voted AYE







Respectfully submitted,







JO-ANN DYCKMAN,








Town Clerk
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